
 

 
 

 

January 25, 2022 
 
 
Dear Trustees and Senior Management, 
 
RE: Day Custodians in Elementary Schools. 
  

As the Pandemic continues, Daytime Custodians in Elementary Schools are scheduled to be 
eliminated by the District.  Ask any parent, staff member and students how grateful they are to have had 
Day Custodians in their school. But that, unfortunately is set to end soon. The cleanliness of the schools 
and corresponding safety and feeling of being safer cannot be stated enough. 

In addition to the protection against Covid, we have seen a reduction in other illnesses and 
corresponding decrease in absenteeism by staff and students since the implementation of Day 
Custodians. All thanks to the hard work and dedication of these Custodians. They are the unsung 
protectors of everyone in the K-12 sector. They are integral to keep our schools safe and clean. 
Custodians have been cleaning and disinfecting our schools on a continual basis keeping the virus in 
check. They are regularly cleaning desks and other high touch areas. They keep our washrooms clean 
and supplied with paper towels and soap. They patrol the school grounds for hazards and help with 
school functions.  

Most of us remember our Custodian when we were kids. They were there for us. Custodians 
need to be in the schools not only for the pandemic but whenever the school is in session during the 
daytime. I cannot imagine the fear and anxiety that would effect parents, staff and students if you do 
non continue to fund these valuable caretakers of our schools. Removal of day Custodians will bring 
back serious Health and Safety issues for the School Community. The standard of cleanliness cannot go 
backwards.  

The District needs to make a commitment to staff, parents and students to keep day Custodians. 
Thousands and thousands of staff and students need the safety and security they provide. 
  
 
Sincerely, 

  
Ian Hillman 
CUPE 716 President 
 
 


